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(54) Measuring temperatures and heat 
transfer coefficients 

(57) A probe Is plugged into the wall of 
a combustion chamber, so that its distal 
end effectively forms part of the wall of 
that chamber. The probe contains two 
separate elongate bodies (3, 4) largely 
surrounded by an air gap and each 
containing two thermocouples (8, 9; 10, 
1 1 ) one near the distal end and the 
other at the proximal end. The thermal 
conductivities of the two bodies are 
different and known, and the proximal 
end of the probe can be kept at a 
controlled temperature by cooling fluid 
from 7. From the thermocouple mea- 
surements and the known thermal con- 
ductivities can be calculated the heat 
fluxes in the two bodies, and hence the 
temperature in the enclosed space and/ 
or the heat transfer coefficient. 




The drawings originally filed were informal and the print here reproduced is talcen from a later filed formal copy. 
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SPECIFICATION 

A method of and apparatus for measuring temperatures and heat transfer coefficients 

R Th?c inv/ontinn rplatfis to 3 method of and apparatus for measuring temperatures and heat transfer 
' SZS iJ is ~ncerned with s?ch measurements in reciprocating Internal combustion engines, 

uihare It la Imoortant to assess the thermal loading of various components. 
/tDiiierKSXnS techniques for such measurements^ 

. . JriuI^r-mTmMsrrLent of aas-to-metal heat transfer coefficients usually involves measuring the 

loS^rv'Srh^^^^^^^^ 

SS^oundm^^^^ 

Segradiente and the conductances, and the source temperature .s calculated from the fluxes and the 

frnm thP fluvas and the measured temperatures from the sensing devices. 
35 ^n both crs^. in th^^^^^^^ 

'Tf?hfheattransfercoefficlent isdetermlned first, an alternative calculation can give t^ 

With reference to the accompanying drawing, in which: 
55 figure 1 1s an axiai section of a temperature measunng probe; 

Figure 2 \s a cross-section of the probe on the line 11-11 of Figure 1; and 
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recessed and exposed to cooling fluid, usually water, from a source 7. This enables the temperatures on the 
probe surfaces to be controlled. 

Each body has two thermocouples, preferably of NiCr-Ni material, one near the end exposed to the gas 
and the other near the opposite end. These are referenced 8, 9, 1 0 and 1 1 , and they read wall tern peratures 
5 Tewg,Tewc; Tew'g,Tew'c as shown in Rgure 1. The thermal conductances of the bodies 3 and 4 differ 5 
substantially, that of the body being K/1 and that of the body 4 being K71 also as indicated in Figure 1, and 
these are precisely calibrated beforehand. Therefore, the corresponding heat flux q and q' in each body can 
be calculated from the measured wall temperatures. Tewg, Tewc, Tew'g, Tew'c, as:- 

10 If 10 

q=Y(Tewg-Tewc) in body 3 (1) 

15 q'= J,' (Tew'g -Tew'c) In body 4 12) 15 

However, both elements are facing the same gas-side boundary condition, I.e. the same mean effective 
gas temperature Teg and the same heat transfer coefficient heg. Hence:- 
20 20 
q = heg (Teg - Tewg) in body 3 (3) 

q' = heg (Teg - Tew'g) in body 4 (4) 

25 l\Aanipulat1on of equations (3) and (4) yields:- 25 

q - q' « heg (Tew'g - Tewg) (5) 

Therefore the heat transfer coefficient heg can be found as:- 
30 30 
heg = (q-q')/Tew'g - Tewg) (6) 

in which Tewg, Tew'g are the measured wall surface temperatures; whereas q and q' are also known from 
the measured temperature gradients, equations (1) and (2). 
35 From the calculated heat transfer coefficient heg, the mean effective gas temperature Teg thus can also be 35 
obtained as:- 

Teg = (q/heg) + Tewg (7) 

40 or ^0 

Teg = (q'/heg) + Tew'g (8) 



Alternatively, by eliminating heg from equations (3) and (4) one can arrive at:- 

Teg = q Tew'g -q'Tewg ,9j 



45 



and thus determine the effective mean gas temperature without first ascertaining the heat transfer 
50 coefficient. 50 
Figure 3 shows an alternative construction in which, instead of two similarly shaped bodies, there is a solid 
cylindrical body 12 coaxially within a hollow cylindrical body 13, with an air gap between as much of them as 
possible, and also surrounding the outer body 13. Various other configurations may be adopted for special 
purposes. 

55 55 
CLAIMS (Filed on 15.9.83.) 

1. A method of measuring temperature wherein two adjacent heat escape paths with known and 
different thermal conductances are arranged to lead from the source whose temperature is to be 

60 determined, the temperature gradient in each path is measured by sensing devices near and remote from 60 
the source, the heat flux in each path in ascertained from the gradients and the conductances, and the source 
temperature is calculated from the fluxes and the measured temperatures from the sensing devices. 

2. A method of determining a heat transfer coefficient wherein two adjacent heat escape paths with 
known and different thermal conductances are arranged to lead from a zone where a heat transfer coefficient 

65 is to be determined, the temperature gradient in each path is measured by sensing devices near and remote 65 
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from the zone, the heat flux in each path is ascertained from the gradients and the conductances, and the 
heat transfer coefficient is calculated from the fluxes and the measured temperatures from the sensing 
devices. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein only the measured temperatures from the sensing 

5 devices near the source are used in the final calculation. 5 

4. A method as claimed in claim 2, or claims 2 and 3, wherein the temperature of said zone is determined 
from the calculated heat transfer coefficient, an ascertained heat flux and a measured temperature. 

5. Apparatus for carrying out the method of any preceding claim, comprising two elongate bodies of 
known and different thermal conductances, temperature measuring devices at opposite ends of the bodies, 

10 and means for mounting said bodies adjacent each other with one end of each exposed to the source or zone 10 
to be measured. 

6. Apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the temperature measuring devices are thermocouples. 

7. Apparatus as claimed in claim 5 or 6, and further comprising means for cooling or controlling the 
temperature of the other ends of said bodies remote from the source or zone. 

15 8. Apparatus as claimed in claim 5, 6 or 7, wherein said bodies are supported by mounting means having 15 
contact at opposite ends, leaving an air gap around them between said ends. 

9. Apparatus as claimed In any one of claims 5 to 8, wherein said bodies are of similar shape and 
mounted side by side. 

1 0. Apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 8, wherein one body is arranged co-axially within the 

20 other body. . 20 

11. Apparatus for measuring temperature or determining a heat transfer coefficient substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference to Figures 1 and 2 or Figure 3 of the accompanying drawings. 
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